The role of transsphenoidal microsurgery in the management of sellar and parasellar meningioma.
We report on eight meningiomas that have been operated on via the transsphenoidal route since May 1988. Six patients harbored cavernous sinus meningiomas with intrasellar extension. The intrasellar tumor extension and the parasellar tumor portion medial to the carotid artery were removed. Decompression of the pituitary gland with normalization of prolactin levels was achieved in all patients. It is a well-tolerated approach to confirm the diagnosis and still allows the option of major transcranial surgery in the event of tumor progression. Additionally, we report complete tumor removal in two rare cases with intrasellar and suprasellar merely subdiaphragmatic meningiomas.